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The following letters of opposition to the formation of a Prince of 
Wales Island Borough are submitted for Cnclusion into the public 
record of the hearing to be held by the LBC on February 8,2003; 

1. Ron Lei htan dated January 31 , 2003 - 3 pages; 
2. Joan Le 9s hton dated February 3,2003 - 1 page; 
3. Dan & Liz Williams dated February 2,2003 - 2 pages; 
4. Melvin & Jerilyn Failbanks dated February 2,2003 - 1 page: 
5. Dennis 8 M Owens dated February 4,2003; - 1 page; 
6. Spoeman'e 7! ove Lodge dated February 3,2063 - I page 

Thank you, 

Residents of Saltery Cove 
Prince of Wales Island 
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state ofAlaska 

550 W. Avenue Suite 1790 
An&orqp,Alaska 99051 

Doar Crmmissionas: 

Local Bolsndg>lcammissioo 

Janumy 31,2003 

teea to low twenties. Here m same exmnples; 
Januarv1990 17?h 
Jauua&2001 20.4% 
January2002 16.8% 
January2003 10.8% 

The January 2003 is out ofthe nom bboause of the populatim h p .  In add#bn, you say that 
thaeare 2660 cmpbyeu cm aurblmd Hcre is the breakdown, 

2660 ttnal anploydd 
1024 are bansimt and nm-ishd Mdmt8 
933 me stdtc ard local government employed 

The Forest Stwica a n p l v  91 permanent year round employees. 30 ofthe68 are m CSaie SO are 
in Thm Bny md 1 1 &as are m orhe  arm^ 56% ofthese arc h d  m goranrment billets. 
That arc 48 seasod ermplayess of which 9996 arc homed in government MU& b e  oftlme 
will pay The Congecsp just signed legislatian rodwing tbe Fore@ Service bud@ 
by 30%. Bocausc of this and because of the mamt of work they need to do, &is red~~don will 
be done forthepamrncnt anploymart sra ThM will also cause a* in ow populaion. The 
logging canpanits me targeting sal= in the Admiatty, Baraxlofaad CM&agof blende and this 
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'Ihe Regional and Village J n b  cdtparetionr, awn propcny thot isnon-taxable t x h s  they rn m 
thepwnssoflsqOIagorhaveimprovcdthepqmy. 95%oftheaelandshavealresdybeen 
lsposdandwill not bereadyto be logged for at least 1OOyecus. Alsotbesclsds will not be 
h p m d  fiw many ycm because dl of the capaatians are su&ting hmdally. Thtse 
corpordons, next to the F d d  GovffnmCot, are the major h d m m  ou the island. 

Since 1990 approximately 600 people moved off the islaud l b  mounts to m 11% drop in 
ppulntim. Last yuu 200 left which amomts to a 4 or 5% drop 4 it is  sstirmdsd tbst popdatiar 
drops will be anathu 20% m tho noar fhre bcoau# of the 1ogghgj6bs going n d h  a d  the M 
pr-4 j& W g  tlimiaaabd, not to meHtidn &e qcaning 30% cut in Farest Savia jobs 
which will take an a d d i t i d  amamt of F d  &a suppgt jobs also. 

Accdh3 to P recent 2o(n Econmaic Trend Cost of Living study the average mnud household 
cambg fix Rhce of Waks k h d  is $20,50&00. This is d l  below the $32,000.00 povaty 
Iml. Yam awn rear& &ow that 3wo of the adults are not working md h v c  an avuagc inCane 
of abut $18,359.00 which edds aedence to the study, 

Btcausd of the unstable pqmhtian and btoause of the r t n d  hi& l d  of poverty togaher with 
the unbmble populetfon of the island and because of the low avaage pa capita pmpaty dues, 
our cammy can not sugpat a Barough at this the. It is not m the best intercut ofthe State a 
any other Oovernmant at hiis time. It &y is not in the best irdaest of the rlrcedy poverty 
shickea people. 'here is no stable pamanent tax base at this time or the heseeable future. Both 
the t imk and fishing indudco are realizing a vary, vay low slump with no sight in the near 
Mure fb recovery. 

Shcsrcly, 

Ronald Lcighton 
P.0. Box 342 
ICusam, Alaska 999504340 

Phcmt: (907) 723-2088 
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State of ALadrs 
Local Boundary Canmisaim 
550 West f Avenue Suite 1790 
Anchorage, Alaska 99051 

February 3,2003 

To Whom It May Concern: 

First of all, I want to make it clea that I totally concur with the C Q I ~ ~ S  my h u s h 4  Ronald Leightoa, 
a p r d  h his ~sttatoyou of January 31,2003. I need not go over those concans @n 80 I have 
attached a oopy of his leaa foryow additional ruvicw, I am totally o p p d  to the M o n  of a bora@ 
on Rince of Wales Island. 

Them arc m e  addltionat qucstbms 1 W d  likeammal Iam a Scn i  Citizm md live inavcryrnnate 
location a~ the East Side of Prince of Wales Island Also a canm is our financial status (111 WE live 0x1. a 
fixad mcome. 

L. JAgJItm U & .O. Box 342 
Kasaan, Alaska 99950.0340 

P ~ w c :  (907) 723-2088 



12/26/2002 12:47 9072540105 SPORTMANS COVE LODGE PAGE 06 

February 2,2083 

RE; Pmposcd fermrtien at Prince of Wiles Bema@ 

We wish to go om record IS o p p d  to the forming a himw of Wnb Borolya at thb he. 
W e h a v e b e e n ~ ~ t h e ~ 3 , A P P W l C A T l O N O F B O R O U G ~ ~ C O R P O R A T I O N  
STANDARDS. The information in that document b wt cam& 

We arc forty year reriaenb of Alaska, retired, and INbg on Priaw of W&m bhmd. "he o ~ W  
accebl to our cemmunity of 8 year round residents im by boat or plane. Ts get to C d g  we 
would be ob- to pay a m t  fate from Ketcbikur. Thatwould be $99.00 one nay. The road 
system om Prince ofW&u dbcrnot connect dl the communttk. The u b t h g  ma& ur mady 
logging rmdr, not paved and not wen maintained. Our wmmumity eonrlsb of S retired people, 
1 hhcnnm and 2 few anpbytcr. All owm the own property and are self euflkht not 
g&g or r t tpbhg aid Mrn auy government eatlty. 

We wish to go on record u oppwed to tbc formha of a Prince of W a h  Berough at thb tsmc. 
Wtbavt bacm d i n g t h e  cHApTER3,AppLICATfoNOFBoaouGHINcoRpoRATlON 
STANDARDS, The hformation in that document is not current and dar not refkt  the 
erlating eeonomic condition& Such nu the closure of the Cold S t e m  Phot in Cnrlg and 
dosare of the log mor4 f a d @  at Thome Bay to pme a few, lprfncc of Wdw, dong with the 
city of KdchUUa tS mmtly r h g g i i m ~  to mawive dimstmu cconomictima. 

The document states that acwrding to the 2OW wnsw there are 4651 ruidsgbr oa Mace of 
Wdeu, ROwner, the document does not shte how mamy of them art rdbb or how oarsly of 
the r d r b  are worltrr. It dtw may !&at anrploymcmt ia at 39.9%. It .bo doer not ray how 
many people have moved awry beeawe of the v d o w  ~ h ~ m  and aumPcat lo@ of 
employment since the doctrment was written. The currat msmplayrnent and ppuhtlon 
cmnt are not refleeted ia thb document. Abo thb dberrrnent doer not 6how the amount of 
private land that Is not truablc. Such as land owned by the eMm, land witb deedr, 
land owned by native corpora4lone and land awned by tbe government. Wlth the cumen4 
economic slump Prince of W a h  rsridentm, already rtruggbg, ernnot oflord C fund a mew 
government entity, The tax b u t  to mpport md mltntrla Primec of Wdm Berough does not 
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cprnaatly exbt on the Ialrsd. 
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February 2,2083 
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February 4,2003 

State of Alaska 
Local Boundary Commission 
550 W ? Avenue - Suite 1790 
Anchorage, Alaska 9905 1 

Re: Proposed fornation of Prince of Wales Island Borough 

We would like to go on record as opposing the formation of a Prince of Wales Island 
Borough. We have been wading though the incorporation standards, the CS for Senate 
Bill #48, and the Application of Bornugh Incorporation Standsrds Chapter 3. We feel a 
closer look at the statistics for Southeast Alaska and in particular Prince of Wales is 
necessary. Our declining pornation and unemployment rate i s  hi@ than stated. Too 
many p u p s  of people are exempt fivm the future taxation: senior citizens and Native 
corporations on the Island and transient workers, This will put a greater burden on the 
rest ofthe taxpayers. There is an estimated 39.9% o f  the adult popdation is not working. 
Where i s  the tax base to support and maintain a PrinGe of Wales Borough? The closure of 
the Cold Storage Plant in Craig and the closure of the log sort facility in Thorne Bay 
along with constructions jobs with Soutb Coast is p f  of the struggling economy of the 
Island. The estimated per capita household income is $18,359 well below the poverty 
level. 

We have chosen Prince of Wales Island as our home. However, we live in an d e d  
area and that should not change in the fbmeeable future. It is easier for me to get into 
Ketchikan to do business thaa it Is Craig. We fly to Ketchikan, as it is cheaper than flying 
to Craig. If we are incoprated into a borough, what will it do for us except cost money? 
We have the State Troopers when needed. The mads on the Island do not connect dl the 
communities and many of us do not want them to connect. This keeps the Island residents 
isolated fiom one another so it would not be a working borough for all. 

Thm m y  reasoxls we oppose the fornation of a Prince of Wales Borough but the 
economic factors are the most pressing. Until the funding of a Borough can be done in a 
fair and equitable manner witbut finrther hardship on the residents of the Island, there 
should be no borough formed. 

PO Box 8771 
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 

Cc: Representative Albert Kookesh 
Senator Georgianna Lincoln 
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February 3,2003 

Local Boundary Commission 
550 West 7th Avenue - Suite 1770 
Anchorage, AK 99051 - 3510 

Re: Opposition to the formation of a Rince of Wales Island Borough 

My family and I operate S rtsman's Cwe ]Lodge, in Sdtery Cove, on the eastem 
shore of Prince of Wales Is p" and. We employ a staff of 32 people in season, 8 of which 
are year-round. 1 am a 19 year resident of Alaska, 13 years here in Saltery Cove. 

We are adamantly opposed to more government on our island. All of the reasons are 
very well documented in the letters you have received from my ne&bors, in particular 
the Leightons and the W W .  I u q e  you to review their concerns carefully. Their 

inis are well researched and are substantiated not only by existiq documentatim 
Et by their own personal observations and ex nence. They offer a valuable 
perspective that you, a8 decision makers woul r do well to consider. 

In short, our concern are centered around the followin issues: 
The data b e i  used to support the need for a%omGh on POW - b o u g h  

Incorporation Standards, Chapter 3 - is inaccurate and outdated; 
There is not an adequate tax base to support another local govemment entity 

on the island. Ample evidence is available to show that a borough at this time would 
result in negative revenues; 

The vast majority of thie sparsely populated island, the third largest in the 
United States, lives in remote settings where any services rovided by bototlgh 

The shrinkin population of the island is for the most part totally self- 
sufficient, has always k?en that way, and is not in need of, nor desires, any assistance 
from any government beyond what is already available. 

In summary, a Prince of Wales Island Borough is a bad concept at the wrong time+ 

agencies would be not only expensive to a-ter, but a f  so ineffectual; 

Sincerely, 

Sou L%Mo&ercEo ast Alaska Spordishing Adventures, hc.. 
d.b.a. Sportsman's Cove Lodge 




